
 

New Rush Hall School - Year 10: Summer 3.1 
English Maths Science 

In English this half term pupils will study a range of poetry while developing the 
analytical skills required for GCSE English Literature. They will explore how poets 
use language, structure and form to present powerful ideas and emotions, 
making comparisons between different poems and themes. Pupils will practise 
selecting precise evidence, analysing key quotations and explaining the effects 
of writers' choices. Regular exam-style questions will help build confidence in 
responding to unseen poetry and preparing thoughtful, well-supported 
interpretations. 

In Maths this half term pupils will study triangles and constructions, correctly 
identifying the longest side in a right-angled triangle and be able to apply 
Pythagoras' theorem to find the longest side. Following this, pupils will calculate 
the mean, mode, median and range from a list, a frequency table and grouped 
data. Pupils will label a circle with all its properties. Finally, pupils will compare 
gradients of straight lines and interpret them if appropriate, as speed or 
acceleration or rate of change. 

In Science this half term pupils will study Energy Changes and Ecology. Pupils 
will investigate exothermic and endothermic reactions and explore how energy is 
transferred during chemical reactions. They will interpret reaction profiles and 
examine factors that affect the rate of reactions, including the role of catalysts. In 
Biology, pupils will study ecosystems and the interactions between organisms 
and their environments. They will explore food chains, competition, adaptations 
and the cycling of materials through ecosystems. Pupils will also evaluate the 
impact of human activity on biodiversity and consider ways to promote 
environmental sustainability. 

PSHE Art PE 

In PSHE this half term pupils will explore communities, belonging and the 
importance of challenging discrimination and extremism. They will investigate 
equality, diversity and the values that help create inclusive communities, while 
learning how misinformation and social media can influence beliefs and opinions. 
Pupils will also develop strategies for recognising and responding safely to 
radicalisation and extremist ideologies. This unit encourages critical thinking, 
respectful discussion and active participation within diverse communities. 

In Art this half term pupils are introduced to the current GCSE Art and Design 
brief and begin exploring possible themes and starting points. Through mind 
maps, visual research and artist studies, they will investigate ideas linked to their 
own interests and experiences. Pupils will further develop recording skills 
through drawing, photography and image collection while experimenting with a 
range of media and techniques. Increasing emphasis is placed on independent 
decision-making and purposeful investigation. Through annotation and 
reflection, pupils will explain how research and experimentation influence their 
creative choices and establish a clear line of enquiry for continued coursework 
development. 

In PE this half term pupils will study fitness, athletics, table tennis, kwik cricket, 
and rounders. They will develop cardiovascular endurance through the Cooper’s 
test, complete various fitness assessments, and learn circuit training techniques 
focusing on muscle groups and fitness components. In table tennis, pupils will 
refine shots such as push, slice, and topspin, practising serves and tactical play in 
singles and doubles. Kwik cricket and rounders lessons will emphasise fielding, 
bowling, batting techniques, and strategic game play. All lessons incorporate 
warm-ups, skill development, competitive games, and group reflection to 
enhance performance and teamwork. 

Geography Food Technology History 
In Geography this half term pupils will develop skills in geographical 
investigations through fieldwork. They will learn how to formulate clear research 
questions and hypotheses, plan investigations, and select appropriate data 
collection methods including surveys, observations, and environmental 
assessments. Pupils will practise accurate data recording using maps, GPS, and 
measuring tools, and apply statistical techniques to analyse trends and 
anomalies. Emphasis will be placed on data presentation through graphs, tables, 
and annotated maps. The unit culminates with pupils interpreting results, 
drawing conclusions, and evaluating their methods, preparing them for exam 
questions on geographical enquiry and fieldwork. 

In Food Technology this half term pupils will be exploring features and 
characteristics of the British cuisine from 50 years ago to today cuisine with how 
it’s changed over the years. Pupils will look at the factors that influence other 
international cuisines and to be aware that the following affect food choices: 
personal, social, economic, medical, religious, cultural beliefs, ethical and moral 
beliefs. Finally, pupils will be exploring new and emerging foods and the uses of 
additives. As pupils look at these areas, they will also be making a mixture of 
products from a range of products including making Bread, Chicken Kebabs, 
Curries, Salads and Fruit Crumble.  

In History this half term pupils will be studying 'Elizabethan England 1568-1603'. 
Pupils will begin exploring who Elizabeth was and how she became Queen. They 
will then evaluate the causes, key features and consequences of some of the 
challenges that Elizabeth faced during her reign. Following this, pupils will use 
different interpretations to explain why the issues of succession and marriage 
were so important. This knowledge will be used to describe the structure of 
Elizabethan society. Finally, pupils will evaluate whether 'The Golden Age' is an 
accurate description of the Elizabethan era. 

Business Studies Music Construction 

In Business Studies this half term pupils will be studying Unit 1, Topic 6, ‘Growing 
a Business’. Pupils will begin by researching a range of internal and external 
methods of business growth, including mergers and takeovers. They will then 
compare internal and external sources of finance that are available to aid 
business growth. Finally, pupils will analyse how business compete internationally 
and the impact of globalisation on business 

In Music this half term pupils will complete the supervised Component 1 
assessment, applying the knowledge and practical skills developed throughout 
the year. Working independently, they will create, record, perform and evaluate 
musical responses to a Pearson-set brief. Pupils will organise coursework 
evidence, including recordings and written evaluations, while demonstrating their 
understanding of musical elements and genre conventions. Throughout the 
assessment period, they will develop resilience, independence and 
professionalism, refining their work through reflection and teacher guidance. This 
unit provides an opportunity for pupils to showcase their creativity and technical 
skills within a vocational context. 

In Construction this half term pupils will study Health and Safety, focusing on 
effective time management using planners and reflecting on progress in their 
chosen activities. They will explore stretcher bond bricklaying techniques and 
different pointing styles. Pupils will research materials and calculate quantities 
needed for bricklaying projects. Activities include creating weekly planners, 
prioritising tasks, and monitoring their progress while considering potential 
obstacles. Pupils will develop practical skills in mortar and brick usage, linking 
planning and material knowledge. This topic reinforces organisational skills 
alongside technical brickwork, encouraging both independent management and 
hands-on construction understanding. 

Sports Performing Arts 
This unit focuses on improving sporting performance through the use of drills and conditioned practices. Pupils explore 
different types of drills designed to develop specific techniques and enhance fitness components. They learn how to 
model and deliver effective drills, understanding coaching points and how to provide feedback. Activities include analysing 
coaching videos, designing progressive sessions, and leading practice drills. Pupils reflect on how drills contribute to skill 
acquisition compared to gameplay. They also consider session planning, space, equipment use, and how to adapt 
practices to individual needs. This develops practical coaching skills alongside theoretical understanding. 

In Performing Arts this half term pupils explore the themes of power and conflict through performance, using Hamilton as a 
stimulus. They investigate how voice, movement, expression, and staging can be used to communicate status, 
relationships, and tension. Through practical workshops and rehearsal activities, pupils develop their characterisation skills 
while exploring how performance can communicate ideas and emotions to an audience. Regular opportunities for 
reflection and feedback help pupils refine their work and develop confidence in performance. The unit culminates in pupils 
creating and presenting original performances inspired by the themes of power and conflict. 

   
   



   
Enrichment 

As part of the Enrichment Programme, pupils will be given the opportunity to experience: 
Assault Course, Fairlop Waters, or Padel:  In this half term, pupils will participate in one of the following enrichment experiences: a challenging assault course, water sports at Fairlop Waters, or Padel. The assault course now becomes a final test of 
resilience and strength—pupils reflect on their physical and mental growth throughout the year. Fairlop Waters offers a chance to demonstrate leadership and confidence in sailing, paddleboarding or canoeing. Pupils playing padel round out their 
sporting development with a focus on strategic play and partnership. These final sessions cap off a year of growth, offering each pupil the opportunity to celebrate how far they’ve come—physically, socially, and emotionally—before taking the next 
step into Year 11. 

 
 


