
 

New Rush Hall School - Year 10: Spring 2.1 
English Maths Science 

In English this half term pupils will develop their media literacy by exploring how 
language and images influence audiences. They will investigate propaganda, 
advertising and news reporting, learning how techniques such as emotive 
language, repetition, stereotypes and selective framing can shape opinions. 
Pupils will compare a range of historical and modern media sources, evaluate 
reliability and bias, and develop strategies for checking the credibility of online 
information. These activities will strengthen pupils' critical reading, comparison 
and evaluation skills while encouraging them to become thoughtful and 
responsible consumers of media. 

In Maths this half term pupils will generate a sequence by spotting a pattern or 
using a term-to-term rule given algebraically or in words. Pupils will know and 
recognise the following sequences of numbers; triangular, square numbers, cube 
numbers and the Fibonacci sequence. Following this, pupils will understand what 
ratio means and be able to reduce a ratio to its lowest form and understand 
equivalent ratios. Finally, pupils use conventional terms and notations: points, 
lines, vertices, edges, planes, parallel lines, perpendicular lines, right angles and 
polygons. 

In Science this half term pupils will study Chemical Changes and Bioenergetics. 
Pupils will investigate oxidation, reduction and the reactivity series, exploring 
how metals react and how useful materials are extracted from ores. They will also 
study acids, alkalis, neutralisation and electrolysis through a range of practical 
activities. In Biology, pupils will revisit photosynthesis and investigate the factors 
that affect its rate. They will explore how plants transport substances and 
examine the importance of glucose in growth and respiration. Pupils will analyse 
data, conduct experiments and develop their understanding of the role plants 
play in supporting life on Earth. 

PSHE Art PE 

In PSHE this half term pupils will explore the growing role of artificial intelligence 
and digital technology in modern society. They will investigate the opportunities 
and risks associated with generative AI, online misinformation and AI chatbots, 
while learning how emerging technologies can influence wellbeing, relationships 
and decision-making. Pupils will also explore deepfakes, image-based abuse and 
strategies for staying safe online. This unit encourages pupils to think critically, 
use technology responsibly and become informed digital citizens. 

This half term pupils continue to develop the theme of identity through 
increasingly expressive and personal work. Inspired by artists such as Salvador 
Dalí, Louise Bourgeois and Antony Gormley, pupils will explore how colour, 
symbolism, texture and composition communicate meaning. They will refine 
observational drawing skills and experiment with a broader range of materials 
and processes, including three-dimensional techniques where appropriate. 
Through annotation and evaluation, pupils will review their progress and identify 
areas for further development. The unit encourages creative risk-taking and 
supports pupils in establishing a more individual artistic voice. 

In PE this half term pupils will study handball, dodgeball, and badminton, 
focusing on advanced skills and tactical understanding. In handball and 
dodgeball, pupils will develop passing, catching, dribbling, shooting techniques, 
and defensive teamwork, applying strategies in competitive games. In 
badminton, pupils will refine grips, overhead clears, serves, and shot selection, 
practising singles and doubles play. Activities include structured warm-ups, skill 
drills, and game-based learning, supported by teacher modelling and group 
feedback. Emphasis is placed on communication, agility, decision-making, and 
applying rules to enhance performance and teamwork across all sports. 

Geography Food Technology History 
In Geography this half term pupils will begin Unit 2, Topic 4, ‘The UK's Evolving 
Physical Landscape’ an overview of the varied physical landscapes in the UK 
resulting from geology, geomorphic processes and human activity over time. 
Why distinctive upland and lowland landscapes result from the interaction of 
physical processes: weathering and climatological, post-glacial river and slope 
processes. Plus, two in-depth studies of distinctive landscapes, ‘Coastal Change 
and ‘Conflict and River Processes and Pressures’. Following this, pupils will study 
Topic 5 ‘The UK's Evolving Human Landscape’ an overview of the changing and 
varied human landscape of the UK and how UK and EU Government policies 
have attempted to reduce them. 

In Food Technology this half term pupils will look at vitamins and minerals with 
the different types, the main sources and the effect they have on our bodies. 
Following this, pupils will study what happens if we have a deficiency or excess of 
vitamins and minerals in our diets. Pupils will also explore the function of water in 
our diet and acknowledging the different sources of foods that give us water. 
Finally, pupils will develop ways to modify dishes to promote health by altering 
or changing ingredients as well as cooking methods. As pupils look at these 
areas, they will also make a mixture of products from Vegetarian meals, healthy 
breakfasts and Pizzas. 

In History this half term pupils will be studying 'Conflict and Tension 1918-1939’ 
and ‘Peacemaking and The League of Nations'. Pupils will begin by exploring the 
aims of the peacemakers. Pupils will then outline the terms of the Treaty of 
Versailles and the reaction to it. This knowledge will then be used to assess the 
impact of the treaty and the wider settlement. Following this, pupils will explain 
why was the League on Nations created and describe its successes and failures. 
Finally, pupils will explain why did the League collapse, describing the 
Manchurian and the Abyssinian crisis. 

Business Studies Sports  Construction 

In Business Studies this half term pupils will be studying Unit 1, Topic 4, ‘Making 
a Business Effective’. Pupils will begin by investigating the difference between 
limited and unlimited liability and the different types of business start-ups. 
Following this, pupils will analyse the most appropriate type of business 
ownership for a range of business start-ups, before exploring the four elements 
of the marketing mix and writing a business plan. 

In Sports Science this half term pupils will complete their PSA controlled 
assessment for Component 1, demonstrating their understanding of the key 
principles and knowledge related to the subject. This assessment will enable 
them to apply theoretical concepts practically, consolidate their learning, and 
prepare for future coursework and examinations.to sporting success. 

In Construction this half term pupils will begin the first of two mandatory units 
involving personal organisation, they will also begin a practical Bricklaying unit. 
Pupils will learn how to organise and manage their time using real life scenarios 
focusing on prioritising tasks and planning their time. Alongside this, pupils will 
be introduced to the equipment and materials needed for the Bricklaying unit.  
Finally, pupils will observe a professional bricklayer build a wall and will begin 
learning the process for themselves.  

Music Performing Arts 

In Music this half term pupils will explore musical traditions from around the world, including Samba, African Drumming 
and Film Music. They will investigate how rhythm, instrumentation and culture influence different styles and consider how 
music communicates atmosphere, emotion and identity. Through practical ensemble work and composition activities, 
pupils will develop timing, pulse and collaborative performance skills. Digital technology will be used to record and refine 
musical ideas, while analytical activities will strengthen understanding of musical terminology. Throughout the unit, pupils 
will evaluate and improve their work through reflection and feedback, preparing for more sustained coursework activities. 

In Performing Arts this half term pupils explore how music videos use performance and visual storytelling to communicate 
meaning and engage audiences. They analyse examples from different genres before planning their own ideas through 
storyboards and scripts. Pupils develop filming and performance skills, including camera angles, timing, expression, and 
lip-syncing, while learning how editing techniques can enhance the final product. Through reflection and feedback, they 
refine their creative decisions and technical skills. The unit culminates in pupils producing a completed music video that 
combines planning, performance, and media production techniques. 

 
 
 



 
Enrichment 

As part of the Enrichment Programme, pupils will be given the opportunity to experience: 
Padel, Employability & Work Experience, or Indoor Cricket: In this half term, pupils rotate again, taking part in either padel, the Employability and Work Experience course, or indoor cricket. Padel, a fast-growing sport combining elements of tennis 
and squash, promotes quick reflexes, coordination, and teamwork in a fun, inclusive format. Pupils on the employability course continue working toward readiness for work placements, building confidence in real-world scenarios. Those engaged on 
the cricket course will refine their decision-making, technique, and ability to function as part of a team. These activities develop a wide range of transferable skills—whether in sport or preparation for the workplace—helping pupils grow into capable, 
confident young people ready for life beyond school. 

 


