
 

New Rush Hall School - Year 10: Autumn 1.2 
English Maths Science 

In English this half term pupils will study the verse novel Long Way Down by Jason 
Reynolds. They will explore themes including grief, loyalty, identity and the cycle 
of violence, while analysing how symbolism, structure and narrative voice shape 
meaning. Pupils will track key symbols throughout the novel, consider different 
interpretations of the ending and develop their skills in inference, language 
analysis and evaluation. Alongside the novel, they will regularly practise 
responding to unseen fiction extracts, building the reading and analytical skills 
needed for GCSE English Language Paper 1. 

In Maths this half term pupils will study fractions, decimals and percentages and 
will calculate percentages of numbers without a calculator. Following this, pupils 
will study Algebra and be able to simplify expressions involving sums products and 
powers, expand single bracket with a letter and number outside of the bracket and 
expand double brackets to give quadratic expressions of form x2 + bx +c. Finally, 
pupils will begin to collect and interpret discrete data and be able to construct 
and interpret two-way tables, Venn Diagrams and Line Graphs for time series data. 

In Science this half term pupils will study Energy, Infection and Response, and 
Matter. Pupils will investigate energy stores, transfers and efficiency, applying 
mathematical equations to real-life situations and evaluating renewable and non-
renewable energy resources. They will explore microorganisms and pathogens, 
learning how diseases spread and how vaccinations and medicines protect human 
health. Pupils will also study the particle model and density, explaining the 
properties of solids, liquids and gases and investigating changes of state. Practical 
work and data analysis will help pupils develop scientific enquiry skills while linking 
scientific concepts to everyday life. 

PSHE Art PE 

In PSHE this half term pupils will explore Hinduism and develop their 
understanding of how Hindu beliefs, values and traditions shape the lives of 
individuals and communities. They will investigate the importance of the Rig Veda, 
Hindu deities, worship and religious symbols, while exploring concepts such as 
dharma, karma and moksha. Pupils will also consider how Hindu beliefs influence 
daily life and reflect on the diversity of religious practice. This unit develops 
religious literacy while promoting respect for different beliefs and cultures. 

This half term pupils continue the Identity project and begin to take greater 
ownership of their creative work. Building on previous artist research, they will 
investigate additional practitioners and explore how personal experiences and 
interests can inspire artwork. Pupils will strengthen recording skills through 
drawing, photography and image studies while experimenting with a wider range 
of media, including printmaking and mixed media techniques. Through annotation 
and reflection, they will evaluate the effectiveness of different approaches and 
develop an increasingly individual artistic style. The unit encourages creativity, 
confidence and independence while preparing pupils for more sustained 
coursework projects. 

In PE this half term pupils will study football and basketball, developing core skills 
and tactical awareness through structured warm-ups, drills, and game play. In 
football, pupils will focus on attacking with width and speed, use of dummies and 
fakes, defensive formations, and passing and shooting techniques, emphasising 
agility and balance. In basketball, pupils will develop dribbling, shooting, 
screening, and defensive strategies including man-to-man and zone marking. 
Activities involve teacher modelling, group discussion, and small-sided games to 
enhance teamwork, communication, and strategic understanding. 

Geography Food Technology History 

In Geography this half term pupils will explore the challenges of an urban world by 
understanding the key causes of urbanisation, including natural factors like 
population growth and human-induced factors such as rural-urban migration and 
industrialisation. They will investigate global urban growth trends, comparing 
patterns between high-income countries and low-income or newly emerging 
economies. Focusing on Mumbai as a case study, pupils will examine issues arising 
from rapid urbanisation such as informal housing, urban poverty, congestion, and 
pollution, using data analysis and case evidence to evaluate the social and 
environmental impacts within cities. 

In Food Technology this half term pupils will explore the functions and why our 
bodies need protein, fats and carbohydrates. Following this, pupils will analyse 
foods that contain high levels fats and sugar, then thy will explore different 
alternatives. Finally, pupils will look at British-based meals and how to make them 
suitable for a Vegetarian through design process and the making.  As pupils look 
at these areas they will also make a mixture of products from a range of products 
including baking cakes and festive foods. 

In History this half term pupils will be studying 'Conflict and Tension 1918-1939. 
Peacemaking'. Pupils will begin by explaining what each of the 'Big Three' wanted 
to achieve and describe why it was so difficult for them to agree at the Paris Peace 
Conference. Following this, pupils will explain what Germany lost in the terms of 
the Treaty of Versailles. This knowledge will then be used to assess the strengths 
and weaknesses of the peace treaties. Finally, pupils will analyse how 
satisfied/unsatisfied the 'Big Three' and Germany would have been with the final 
treaty. 

Business Studies Music Construction 

In Business Studies this half term we will be covering Unit 1, Topic 3, ‘Putting 
Business Ideas into Practice.’ Pupils will begin by exploring the difference between 
business aims and objectives and the difference between financial and non-
financial objectives. Following this, pupils will calculate revenue fixed costs, 
variable costs, profit and interest rates for a range of businesses.  This knowledge 
will then be used to create and interpret breakeven graphs and cash flow forecasts 
Finally, pupils will compare a range of different sources of finance that are 
available to business. 

In Music this half term pupils will investigate contemporary genres including 
Jungle and Drum and Bass, Grime, Trap and Drill. Through listening activities and 
discussion, they will explore how production techniques, rhythm and cultural 
influences shape modern music. Pupils will continue to strengthen their analytical 
skills by using subject-specific vocabulary to compare styles and evaluate 
recordings. Practical work will focus on music technology, with pupils creating 
original ideas using sequencing, sampling and editing techniques in GarageBand 
and Logic Pro. Ensemble and recording activities will further develop confidence, 
collaboration and communication while preparing pupils for future coursework 
tasks. 

In Construction this half term pupils will continue to progress through Unit 10, 
‘Making Minor Repairs in a House’. Pupils will compare different types of 
household locks, and will understand how to fit and replace Yale and Mortice 
locks. Following this, pupils will explore elements of home security installation, 
aids and adaptations. Tutors will facilitate a range of activities such as installation 
of chains, spy holes, hand rails, grab rails – all on different surfaces such as woods, 
PVC and tiles. Finally, pupils will be assessed in a scenario based practical 
assessment where they will utilise the skills they have learnt. 

Sports  Performing Arts 
This unit introduces pupils to the essential components and benefits of a proper warm-up. They learn about different types of 
pulse raisers, stretching activities, and the body’s cardiorespiratory and musculoskeletal responses. Pupils research and 
demonstrate various warm-up exercises, considering how these can be adapted for different sports and participant needs, 
such as children or injured athletes. The importance of injury prevention and preparation for exercise is emphasised. Through 
practical sessions and reflective tasks, pupils develop skills in planning, delivering, and evaluating warm-ups, while linking 
physiological knowledge to real-world sports performance and wellbeing. 

In Performing Arts this half term pupils explore Christmas-themed performance through practical workshops, rehearsal, and 
collaborative performance activities. They develop skills in voice, movement, characterisation, and stage presence while 
creating original material inspired by festive stories, songs, and films. Pupils learn how costumes, props, sound, and staging 
can enhance storytelling and engage an audience. Through rehearsal and feedback, they strengthen their confidence, 
creativity, and teamwork skills. The unit culminates in pupils presenting a Christmas performance to an audience, 
demonstrating their ability to create, rehearse, and perform original work. 

 
 
 

 



 
 

 

Enrichment 
As part of the Enrichment Programme, pupils will be given the opportunity to experience: 
Employability and Work Experience, Indoor Cricket, Skiing: In this half term, pupils will take part in one of three enriching experiences: an Employability and Work Experience course, indoor cricket, or skiing lessons. The employability course supports 
pupils in identifying their strengths and preparing for potential internal or external placements. Pupils will practise communication, timekeeping, and interview skills, laying the groundwork for future success. Those continuing with cricket deepen their 
understanding of gameplay and develop advanced movement and teamwork. Pupils still on the ski slope continue progressing through increasingly technical challenges—requiring precision and confidence. This blend of physical and life-skills 
enrichment supports the school’s ethos of transforming attitudes and preparing pupils for life beyond NRHS. 

 


