
New Rush Hall School – Year 5 (Emerald) : Autumn 
English Maths Science 

In English this term pupils will be reading a range of longer texts with a focus on fluency and 
comprehension. Independent reading will be encouraged as well as taking part in whole class 
Storytime. During reading sessions, we will focus on retrieval, inference, summarising and 
watching character performances. Pupils will be to supported to create links between the 
characters in the different book as well as identify the differences in the plots. Using this 
knowledge, pupils will begin writing for a specific purpose (e.g., letter writing) and will write 
a letter to a character in the book their have studied or an author of one of the books the class 
has read. Pupils will plan their letter by grouping ideas into paragraphs, reflecting on their 
spelling, punctuation and grammar. Then spend time re-drafting their letter helping to master 
the skills of writing for a specific purpose. Pupils will focus on ensuring they use their  
phonics knowledge, spelling rules and grammar to write at a greater length.  

In Maths this term the class begin by recapping on their knowledge of place value and will 
use number lines to ensure knowledge is secure. The next step is to focus on the four 
operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication and division) using mental and written 
strategies to problem solve with support to begin with but then problem solving 
independently. Maths skills will be brought to life by using money, counters, receipts etc., to 
ensure that pupils understand the importance of learning these specific skills. Moving on, the 
learning will focus on division facts for the 2, 5 and 10 multiplication tables. Pupils use Time 
Table Rock Stars and learn rhymes to help them master their times-tables. This is will then 
lead pupils on to the next stage of exploring 2D and 3D shapes, how the shapes can be 
classified, and discover lines (e.g., horizontal, vertical, parallel) within different shapes. Finally, 
the class will consider many how 2D and 3D shapes they see each day and then use this 
knowledge to make a classroom display with the examples that they have discovered. 

In Science this term pupils will begin by recapping on their prior knowledge of materials and 
states of matter, then use this knowledge this to identify properties and uses of different 
materials (e.g., plastic, elastic).  The next stage will be turning into scientists and conducting 
experiments to discover what causes materials to change and why some of the changes are 
reversible (e.g., water to ice, ice to water) but some are irreversible changes (e.g., an 
uncooked egg to a cooked egg). Pupils will then move on and explore Earth and Space and 
spend time thinking about the vast space above us, creating their own solar system and 
learning about the different planets, discovering what makes each planet special.  This will 
lead to examining the movement of the Earth around the Sun and identify the impact this 
movement has on humans, linking this movement to day and night, seasons and climate. Then 
preparing a series of questions that pupils would like to ask an astronaut before spending a 
morning in “space” with an “astronaut”. 

PSHE Geography  PE 

In PSHE this term pupils will focus on Being an Active Citizen. They will explore the role of 
news and media and will develop their understanding of how information can influence 
thoughts, feelings and opinions. Pupils will learn how to identify reliable sources of 
information and will discuss the importance of thinking critically about what they read and see 
online. Moving on, they will explore the positive impact that nature can have on wellbeing 
and will learn about environmental issues such as climate change. Pupils will discuss how 
everyday actions can help protect the environment and will consider how people can work 
together within their communities to bring about positive change. 
 

In Geography this term our topic is ‘All Around the World’. Pupils will take a closer look at the 
world, identifying where the countries of the world are located, and some of the ways 
Geographers describe locations. Pupils will learn to locate and describe places using 
longitude and latitude, and find out about some of the important lines that delineate specific 
areas of the Earth - the Equator, the Hemispheres, the Poles and the Tropics. By looking more 
closely at the lines of longitude, pupils will develop their understanding of time zones. Pupils 
will find out more about the links they and their family have with others around the world. 
They will be asked to talk to their adults at home to find out places they have visited on 
holiday or for work, places adults may have business links with, or friends living.  Pupils will be 
encouraged to think about the products and objects that they may use at home and how far 
these could have travelled.  

In PE this term pupils will focus on advancing their skills in football, basketball, handball, 
athletics and gymnastics. In football, they will concentrate on refining their dribbling, passing, 
shooting, and defensive tactics, with an emphasis on game strategy and positioning. 
Basketball lessons will aim to enhance their dribbling, passing, shooting, and teamwork skills, 
as well as introducing more complex plays and defensive strategies. In handball, they will 
refine passing, catching, and shooting techniques, as well as delve deeper into game 
strategies and teamwork. Athletics lessons will aim to further enhance running, jumping, and 
throwing abilities, focusing on technique improvement and possibly introducing more 
specialized events. In gymnastics, pupils will work on mastering balance, co-ordination, 
flexibility, and performing more intricate routines with greater precision. These activities aim 
to deepen their physical capabilities, co-ordination, and confidence in a variety of sports 
disciplines.  

Art History RE 

In Art this term pupils will explore the meaning behind Ancient Egyptian symbols and the 
stories told through Ancient Egyptian artwork.  Pupils explore and begin to understand the 
concept of history and symbolism. Pupils do this through a range of art and crafts, they will 
create a tonal sunset background and design and create silhouette pieces. Pupils learn all 
about silhouette style art and exploring how silhouettes work with light by creating their own 
pyramid paintings. Next, pupils will explore Egyptian jewellery and design an Egyptian crown. 
With a few basic items, pupils can craft their very own Ancient Egyptian jewellery piece. 

In History this term the classroom will go back in time to Ancient Egypt, to explore how life 
has changed over time, introducing Pharaohs. Then exploring how Pharaohs influenced life in 
Ancient Egypt. Pupils will reenact a day in the life of an Egyptian’s by sampling food, learning 
about jobs, their homes and the influence religion had on people. Through role play the 
mummification process will be explained, spending time learning why the Egyptian people 
carry out this process. Finally, introducing Tutankhamun and Cleopatra and why they were 
both influential on the people of Egypt. A performance of the story about Tutankhamun and 
Cleopatra will be introduced to the pupils so they can learn about the impact both figures 
made on Ancient Egypt. 

In RE this term time will be spent exploring what different religions believe about God. Pupils 
will discuss the different religions of people in their classroom and through discussion find 
similarities within the different religions. A class trip to the local community will be scheduled 
to visit a Mosque, a Church and a Synagogue. Returning to the classroom, to use their creative 
skills and create models of the three places of worship they have visited. Following on from 
this, the learning will examine what Christians, Muslims, Sikhs and Hindus, beliefs, identifying 
common themes and then compare how God is represented across the world, in Britain and 
indeed inside our own classroom. 

Computing Design Technology 

In Computing this term pupils recap Online safety. Pupils will now start to think more critically about the information that they share online, 
both about themselves, and others. They know who to tell if they are upset by something that happens online. Pupils will now learn how to 
use the SMART rules as a source of guidance when online. Pupils will learn how to send and receive emails. Using a range of tools, pupils will 
understand what email is used for and how it can be beneficial in the real world. Pupils will use a programme called 2type to learn how to 
touch type. This will support pupils to use their knowledge of the keyboard to become faster typers developing their skills to make using a 
computer easier.  

In DT this term pupils will complete a Pizza project. Pupils will research and gather information about Pizza, considering its base, toppings 
and nutritional value, currently available on the market. Using this knowledge pupils will design a series of their own pizza, focusing on the 
dough recipe, sauce recipe and toppings. Pupils will adapt and refine their design as the project unfolds to ensure that each step is 
successful. They will create their pizza detailing the nutritional benefits of it. Pupils will be encouraged to troubleshoot and problem 
solve as part of this process. Pupils will then research and design an alternative type of pizza such as gluten or dairy free. At the end 
of the project pupils will be encouraged to evaluate their product and compare the types of pizza they made using market research 
to support their evaluation. 

Enrichment 
As part of the Enrichment Programme, pupils will be given the opportunity to experience: 
Swimming: Lessons will be on offer to pupils at the local swimming pool. Pupils will work with a swimming instructor to build their confidence in the water and developing their swimming skills such as getting in and out of the pool safely, controlled breathing, floating and treading 
water and swimming with forward motion. Swimming encompassed crucial life skills, supports physical and mental well-being, and pupils’ social development. It is an important safety skill, a fantastic form of exercise, and a confidence-boosting activity.  
Spanish: In Spanish this term pupils will re-cap prior learning on the formation of plurals, the concept of gender and how 'un' and 'una' point different genders. Pupils will spend time in class taking part in conversational skills and everyday conversation to help 
built their confidence using the language. This will include greetings, numbers and animals. Pupils will then focus on how to address people differently based upon gender, age and job role and then use the new language skills to take part in role play with 
their peers. Finally, pupils will spend time reaching and exploring Spanish culture and discuss the unique characteristics of the Spanish culture focusing on the celebration of 'La Semana Santa' in Spain. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


